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Complete Emancipation

Malwa was a landmark in Akbar's life. During his four-day stay at
Sarangpur, he realized for the first time that loyalties were thin,
and that even the AtakaKhail (foster-family battalion) could not be
depended upon for the kind of devotion which Bairam Khan had
shown. He suspected that Adham Khan had planned to murder
him the night he (Akbar) slept in the open on the terrace of the
palace at Sarangpur. The role of Maham Anaga in trying to
cover up the barbarities of her son also jolted Akbar out of his
complacency. In particular, he was offended at the manner in
which she engineered the murder of two innocent women of Baz
Bahadur's harem. Her concern for Adham, it became clear to him,
was more compelling than her responsibilities as the de facto first
minister, Akbar pondered over these disquieting realities without
sharing his thoughts with anyone. Instead, he waited for the right
moment to initiate cleaning operations.
The seventeen-day journey from Sarangpur to Agra was eventless
except, as has already been stated, for some daring feats of big-game
hunting. Bouts of heavy drinking perhaps helped eradicate fear
from hisvheart. But still he underwent spells of doubt in regard to
his ability to manage things by himself. Abul Fazl, however, in-
sists that "the Shahinshah's seeming indifference to the affairs
of state was a divinely-inspired move to checkmate those who
equated responsibilities with self-interest." He underlines time and
:again that Akbar knew all, and that whatever he did or did not
do was divinely inspired. His, sustained eulogy is unconvincing.